Friends Focus
The Newsletter of Collingswood Friends of the Library

Spring 2019

May the 4th be with you, and it certainly was at
the Library on Free Comic Book Day, May 4!
Thanks to help from our friends from the 501st Legion, around 250
children and adults enjoyed free comics, assorted giveaways,
crafts, refreshments, door prizes from Fat Jack’s Comicrypt and
great pictures with our Star Wars guests. Friends and the Library
also sponsored a food collection for Collingswood Food Pantry at
St. Paul’s and collected over 170 items to donate to the Food Bank.
Thanks to all those who donated food items for this worthy
endeavor.
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This is the 12th year in a row that Friends of the Library, Fat Jack’s
Comicrypt in Oaklyn and the Library have sponsored Free Comic
Book Day.
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Upcoming Programs at the Library
Check the Event Calendar at www.collingswoodlib.org for dates, times,
and information for the following programs:

Ready to Read for ages 3-5 years old
Building Blocks for ages 18-35 months
Read to a Dog for K-5th Grade
Dungeons & Dragons for grades 7th-12th

Adult Program May 15th
7-8:15 pm – Community Room
Vietnam Veteran, Billy Terrell, will discuss his auto-biography, The Other Side of
Rock and War: One Man’s Battle to Save His Life, His Career, His country, and
the Orphans He Left Behind. Billy has an amazing story to tell from helping to
build and establish an orphanage while serving in Vietnam, his time as a stand-up
comedian, and his career in the music industry.

Collingswood Reads Book Club
7 pm – Community Room
Come join us for a lively discussion each month.
Sponsored by Friends of the Library

May 22

June 26

July 24

Sept. 30

Town Book
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In praise of the eBook

I got my first (and only) e-reader back in 2010 when I was in Grad School for Library &
Information Science. It was a gift. I wasn’t very happy about the purchase, but my mate suggested
that it could be useful for schoolwork. As it turned out (much to my chagrin), he was right. I was
able to download the massive articles for each class’ reading requirements, rather than printing
them at great cost and waste, I could highlight the passages and write notes that I would use to
write my papers or comment in class, and I could carry all of this content in a tiny, lightweight
device. I was sold on the concept of digitally downloading content.
After a few years of use, I set my e-reader aside. I found that it was an extra device that I didn’t
need. Instead, I started borrowing eBooks from the library and reading them on my phone. I
know, I know, its sacrilege to suggest reading books on your phone, but that’s what has worked
for me. Having a book on my phone at any given time means that I never get bored waiting for a
meeting, an appointment, riding the train, or whatnot. Portability and immediate access were key
features for me. I love being able to download a book anywhere, at any time, and being able to
carry that book wherever I go. There are many other advantages to eBooks beyond those,
however. eBooks are automatically returned for you, so you will never see a late fee for them.
eBooks also don’t get lost, eaten by the dog, or warped by sudden rain storms. For the perpetually
late and accident-prone, they are a game-changer.
In addition, if you have vision complications, eBooks are an excellent option. With eBooks, you
don’t have to choose between standard print and large print; you can adjust your text to any size
along the small-large spectrum.
Let us not forget the cousin to the eBook, the downloadable audiobook. If you like to multi-task,
or if you hate to multi-task, but you find yourself doing it anyway, audiobooks can be your new
best friend. Downloaded to your phone, you can take your audiobook with you anywhere –
cooking, gardening, cleaning the house, strutting down Haddon Ave, or blissfully reading you to
sleep. Yes, there’s actually a sleep feature on our audiobook Apps that lets you fall asleep to your
book!
The best thing about eBooks and downloadable audiobooks is that they don’t have to replace
traditional paper books. These formats are additional options for the reader, but they aren’t going
to replace physical books any time soon. It’s a great time to be a reader and to have access to so
many different reading options. If you haven’t checked out our downloadable collections, please
visit our website. The two main Apps we use for eBooks are Libby and CloudLibrary; both offer
eBooks and audiobooks. Please see any of our staff to get started with these platforms on your
preferred device.

Cheers,

Carissa
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President’s Message:
Choosing to support the Friends of the Library strengthens the value of our
community with each new member we welcome. We are proud of what we have
been able to provide to the Library and each of the patrons who come through the
doors. We couldn’t have done it without your membership and support. Museum
memberships, scholarships, summer programs, monthly book clubs are just some of
the things we continually support throughout the year. Please take the time to
renew your membership today.

Anita

(Free programs at the Library for toddlers through adults)
Shoot for the stars this summer with programs for toddlers through adults! Come
to as many or as few as your schedule allows. All programs take place in the Peter
P. Childs Meeting Room except when otherwise noted. Registration is requested for
some of the children’s activities. Enroll prior to July 1 by emailing us at
youthservices@collingswoodlib.org. Please include your child’s name, age, (or
grade if applicable), your phone number, and dates attending. We will send you an
email confirmation.
These Programs are sponsored by Friends of the Library, the Board of Trustees,
the Municipal Alliance, and all programs are FREE!
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It’s Membership renewal time. One of the ways Friends provides financial support to the
library is through membership dues that are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.
Friends of the Library advocates for the library, raises funds, sponsors programs and
special events, has on-going popular used book, DVD and CD sales, and we appreciate
your continued support. If 2019 is not on your mailing label, this would be a great time to
renew your annual membership by completing this renewal application! A self-addressed
envelope has been included for your convenience in remitting your 2019 dues.
Or you may now donate thru PayPal.
Go to the library’s home page,
www.collingswoodlib.org, select the Friends button and underneath the FOL logo is a
Donate button that will direct you to PayPal.

Thank you for supporting Friends of the Library.

Application for Membership
Date __________________
Name____________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________
City__________________________ State ______ Zip ____________
Phone # _______________ E-mail Address _____________________
Type of Membership
Friend:

New ____ Renewal ____

______Sr. Citizen or Student ($10)
______Individual ($15)
______Family or Business ($25)

Make checks payable and mail to:
(or drop off membership form at
the Circulation Desk)

Patron
Associate
Benefactor
Other

______($50)
______($100)
______($250)
______($______)

Collingswood Friends of the Library
Collingswood Public Library
771 Haddon Ave.
Collingswood, NJ 08108

What in the world would we do without our libraries?
—Katharine Hepburn

Museum Passes
This newsletter is published by
Collingswood Friends of the Library
President – Anita Schoeffling
Treasurer/Membership - Ann Woodcock
Newsletter Contributors –
Dot Garabedian, Carissa Schanely,
Anita Schoeffling, Ann Woodcock
Friends meet on the Second Monday of the
month at 5:30 pm in the Director’s office.
All members are welcome to attend.

(Funded by Friends of the Library)
Bring your library card with you to check out the
following family passes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Academy of Natural Sciences
African American Museum (new for 2019)
Battleship New Jersey
Eastern State Penitentiary
Garden State Discovery Museum
Grounds for Sculpture
Independence Seaport Museum
Morris Arboretum
Museum of the American Revolution
Mütter Museum
National Liberty Museum
Penn Museum
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts

Adult cardholders in good standing may check
out one pass at a time, and each pass may be
checked out for up to four days. For more
information, or to find out which passes are
available today, call the Library at 856.858.0649.

771 Haddon Avenue
Collingswood, NJ 08108

