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NEW FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY, cost about $500,000, and was dedicated
on June 7, 1975. On the first floor is the charging desk, offices, work area
fiction section, lounge, New Jersey Room, and Community Room. Up-
stairs are the reference and general sections and children’s room.

GROUNDBREAKING for the new library took place on April 7, 1973,
Officiating were Commissioners Pat Charles, Carl Bisinger, Mayor David
Nichols, and Mrs. W. R. Williams, Administrative Coordinator.

LIBRARY STAFF: Mrs. Alice Brown, Mrs. Doreen Wrigglesworth, Mrs.
W. B. Williams, Mrs. Doris F. Hand, Mrs. Isabelle K. Keyser (BELOW) At
the charging desk of the new library. Mrs. Alice Brown checks out a book
for Mrs. Ann Lynch.

OFFICERS of the Friends of the Library; Helen Nicholson, Treasurer;
Marie Brotzman, Vice President; Grafton Day, President; Ruth Ryan, Vice
President; Marjorie Elverson, Secretary. (BELOW) UPSTAIRS STUDY
area of library with Librarians and readers.




The Free Public Library of Collingswood became a reali-
ty because of the foresight and enthusiasm of early resi-
dents. On December 1, 1910, the Collingswood Public Li-
brary Association was organized and the Library was
opened to the public on Janurary 9, 1911, with 40 books on
the shelves, many of them donations from the organizing
families. The constiution and by-laws of this early organiza-
tion, the first annual report, and the official ballot of the
1911 election are on file in the T.J. Bailey Collection in the
library. Mr. Bailey was the first president. The first library
was located at what was then 725 Haddon Avenue (now the
site of the Casalana Restaurant).

Prominent citizens who served on the Board include W.
Hambrecht, H.R. Lippincott, Dr. E.B. Rodgers, Dr. Graf-
ton E. Day, Dr. ].F. Shaw, Rev. W. L. Rutherford, Prof. A.
Flake, Mr. Ernest Spofford, Mrs. C.B. Aaron, Mr. William
B. Oliver, H.L. Merrick, George DeGinther, ] W. Diffen-
derfer, Mrs. W.W. Casselberry, Miss Lydia Kite.

The purpose of the organization was to provide reading
material to all citizens of Collingswood. The present library
now provides a complete service to the public: books, paint-
ings, cassettes, records, microfilm, periodicals, newspapers,
jigsaw puzzles, reference service, New Jersey collection,
reciprocal borrowing, inter-library loan, and copy ma-
chines. There are children and adult programs provided on
a regular basis by the Friends of the Library as well as the
statf. The Community Room is available to groups up to
100 and a Conference Room for small committee or Board
meetings. The display cabinet is available for special show-
ings of collections and frequent art shows have been dis-
played.

In January 1913, the Library became Borough property
and the Library Association continued to raise funds to
expand operation. In 1917, there was the erection of the
building at Haddon and Frazer Avenues, joining the old
Presbyterian Chapel. This was made possible with a grant
from the Andrew Carnegie Foundation. By 1969 the li-
brary had outgrown these facilities. Following a referun-
dum, application was made for federal funds which added
to the local bond issue of $400,000 made it possible to erect

the beautiful new building on the early library site.

Members presently serving on the Board of Trustees are
President, William P. Wilson; Vice President, John Stanton;
Secretary, Mary S. Langran; Treasurer, Marguerite Motson;
George Palmer, William Johnston Jr, Mayor David Nichols
r:

The Library Community Room has been the location of
many Bicentennial Activities during 1976 and there have
been displays of many historical collections. Books and
materials are available to the serious student and to those
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who read for pleasure. In the first year in the new library
60,356 people have entered the doors and 59,778 items
have been placed in circulation.

Under the able direction of Mrs. W.B. Williams, Admin-
istrative Coordinator, the up-to-date full service library has
become a reality. Assinting her in the continuing efforts to
expand service and programs are Mrs. [sabelle K. Keyser,
Director; Mrs. Doreen Wrigglesworth, Librarian; Mrs.
Doris E. Hand; Mrs. Jacqueline Jungclaus; Mrs. Mary
Briggs, Mrs. Alice Brown, Mrs. Maryann Marlowe, Mrs.
Irene McDowell, Mrs. Deborah Daughty and a host of
volunteers who, in 1975, gave 3,505 hours of service. Mr.
Albert Tiley and Mr. Thomas Parkinson round out those
who make the wonderful library service possible.

The library will continue to expand all services as new
and more advanced programs are developed. The excellent
staff and Board of Trustees are keeping informed on all
new developments and adopting those which are of greatest
interest to local citizens.

Friends Of The Library

This organization was organized on February 17, 1969
bv Mrs. Frederick Vanlstendal, then President of the Col-
lingswood Woman's Club, with the assistance of Mrs. W. B.
Williams, Administrative Coordinator of the Library.

The purpose of the organization is to intensify communi-
ty awareness of library facilities, to sponsor cultural pro-
grams of its own and to assist the library in the futhering of
its services.

In the few years of the existence of this organization,
they have conducted art contests, photography and short
story contests, costume parties, and under the able direction
of Miss Hilda Radey presented two seasons of special lec-
ture programs. They have also purchased a tape recorder,
72 chairs, and the kitchen for the Community Room.
Through the generosity of the Collingwood — Haddon
Township Kiwanis, the Friends of the Library presented
two travelogs to help raise funds for special projects.

As Bicentennial projects the Friends gave an outstanding
George Washington Program, with Colonial songs and
dancing, on February 13. Their Annual Luncheon on April
22 featured Thatcher Longstreth, President of the Philadel-
phia Chamber of Commerce, as the Bicentennial Speaker.

The following have served as President of the Friends of
the Library: Mrs. Frederick Van Istendal, Mrs. Vernon
Magee, Mr. Ray Powell, Mr. Frank Travaline Jr., Mr. Graf-
ton B. Day.
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